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The modest prince bore himself well: the cheering did
not turn his head. King Peter saw that the people
had accepted (he heir as sincerely as it had adopted him.
Let: the crowds rally round Alexander! Peter was
sixty-nine and in poor health, but lie had support in
his old age. In June of the following year he virtually
allowed Alexander to be King. The young prince
became Regent. In all but tide he became King of
Serbia.

This was decreed on the nth of June, 19143 little
more than a fortnight: before the world-shaking catas-
trophe in Sarajevo, The successes of the Serbian army
had inflamed the imagination of the Slav youth in the
provinces of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Slavs there
still languished under the rule of Austria-Hungary.
There \vas a conspiracy of schoolboys in Sarajevo, aided
and abetted certainly by some Serbs in Belgrade though
not by the King or by any responsible politicians.
School children set the world on lire. They plotted and
succeeded in killing the heir to the Austrian throne.

At the very outset of his regency Alexander had to
cope with the effect s of this assassinat ion. The Austrians
sent their monstrous ultimatum, couched in such terms
that it seemed no other settlement but war was possible.
Behind the young head of Alexander was the long head
of Pashiteh, one of the cleverest politicians of his day.
Guided by him, Alexander and Peter examined the
document and instead of flatly refusing its terms extracted
everything with which they could possibly comply,
The world was surprised by the humility of Serbia's
answer, Any other' state but Austria-Hungary would
have discovered in it a basis for argument. But Austria
was bent on war, They had been"the passive enemy of
Serbia throughout the two Balkan wars, and the success
of the Serbs was a blow to the realisation of their plans
for extension in the Balkans. Serbia must be beaten
while she was weak. She must not be given time to
organize herself to become a menace.